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Peace through education

hen I stepped into the role of Rotary
International president, the moment
came swiftly and unexpectedly. It
got me thinking how the world can
change in an instant, and how Rotary
has the power to be a steady force for good in that
change. This month, Rotary’s Basic Education and
Literacy Month, we have a clear call to action: to
strengthen the foundation of learning in every com-
munity we serve.

Millions of people worldwide remain unable
to read. Millions of children lack access to basic
education. And yet, we know the solution: sustain-
able, inclusive, and equitable education, especially
for girls and marginalized youths. Literacy is more
than the ability to read and write. It is the key to
human dignity, economic mobility, and peace. Every
book opened, every classroom supported, and every
teacher trained becomes a building block of peace.

This year, our message is Unite for Good. “Unite”
speaks to the strength we find in each other. When
we unite our talents and resources — not only among
our clubs but across partners, organizations, and
communities — we expand our reach. And when we

do so consistently over time, we create lasting change.

Rotary service cannot be measured only in annual
goals. Our work in education must extend beyond a
single year. Literacy projects take time to take root,
grow, and bear fruit.

4 ZT|EPER 2025.9

Now is the time to think boldly and creatively. New
types of clubs can help us engage educators, students,
and advocates in new ways. Let us use this month to
welcome new members with a passion for education
and empower existing ones to lead service projects
that reflect local needs. Whether you’re building li-
braries, distributing textbooks, or mentoring students,
your actions matter.

Education is also peacebuilding. Every scholar-
ship we provide, every early childhood program we
support, every adult literacy class we fund is an act
of peace. And Rotary has been building peace in this
way for more than a century.

Let us not forget that the fight for literacy is not
only about access, it’s about equity. It is about ensuring
every learner, regardless of background, has the oppor-
tunity to reach their potential. And it is about standing
together — across borders, languages, and generations
— to say that education is a right, not a privilege.

Let’s Unite for Good by committing to literacy that
lasts. Let’s dream of a world where every child learns
to read. And then, as people of action, let’s work
together to make that dream a reality.

Together, we can change lives, starting with the
power of education. Together, we Unite for Good.

FRANCESCO AREZI0

President, Rotary International

19vSSII S.INJ0IS]dd
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TRUSTEE CHAIR'S MESSAGE
Literacy as a human right

Education is the most powerful tool we have
for changing the world, and during Basic Education
and Literacy Month, [ want to remind everyone why
our work matters.

Education breaks the cycle of poverty, opens
doors to opportunity, and empowers individuals to
transform their communities. But education doesn’t
exist in a vacuum. We must also address peace,
health, clean water, economic opportunity, maternal
and child health, and the environment.

This is why Rotary has these areas of focus.
Lasting change requires a comprehensive approach.
When we collaborate across these areas through
The Rotary Foundation, we raise up communities
sustainably and with dignity.

Today, I have asked Lynne Paradis from the
Rotary Club of Red Deer, Alberta, to share her
passion for literacy:

“I believe that literacy is a human right. When
1 joined forces with the Rotary Club of San Ignacio,
Belize, over a decade ago, we set out to improve
reading instruction, but we had no idea how far this
Jjourney would take us.

Literacy Alive! has been supported by eight
Rotary Foundation global grants since 2011. Using
a straightforward approach based on phonics and
science, we updated how teachers teach and focused
on how students really learn. We collected data on
reading skills improvement over six months.

PHOTOGRAPH: MONIKA LOZINSKA
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After demonstrating that teachers had
integrated new practices into daily instruction,
the project snowballed. The Belize Ministry of
Education took notice.

Today, over 1,300 teachers have been trained
and more than 20,000 students have benefited.
We’ve achieved over 90 percent success rates, with
many students making more than a year's worth of
improvement in just five months.

The program is now compulsory in Belize
primary schools. What moves me most is hearing
teachers say how confident they are that they can
change students’ lives.

Our greatest success is working ourselves out
of a job. When local educators take the lead, we
know lasting change is underway.”

Lynne’s story exemplifies the power of
Foundation grants. Through partnerships spanning
six Rotary clubs and three countries, Literacy Alive!
reminds us how good Rotary is at creating systemic
change.

When our members’ passion meets Foundation
support, we don’t just improve individual lives,
we change entire communities. By supporting the
Foundation, you can put your passion to work this
month and every month.

HOLGER KNAACK

Foundation trustee chair
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Lawyer Member’s Service

Through the help of Rotary lawyer members, we know clearly about our rights and obligations.
The personal benefit is then being protected and developed.
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The Daffodils

I wandered lonely as a cloud

That floats on high o’er vales and hills,
When all at once I saw a crowd

A host of golden daffodils.

Beside the lake, beneath the trees
Fluttering and dancing in the breeze.

Continuous as the stars that shine
And twinkle on the Milky Way ,

They stretched in never-ending line
Along the margin of a bay:

Ten thousand saw I at a glance
Tossing their heads in sprightly dance.

The waves beside them danced, but they
Out-did the sparkling waves in glee:

A poet could not but be gay

In such a jocund company!

I gazed--and gazed--but little thought
What wealth the show to me had brought:

For oft, when on my couch I lie

In vacant or in pensive mood,

They flash upon that inward eye
Which is the bliss of solitude;

And then my heart with pleasure fills,
dances with the daffodils.
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