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A season of renewal

s the chill of winter gives way to the
warmth of spring, we have an opportunity
to rejuvenate our commitments to each
other and to the communities we serve.

A shining example is the Rotary Club
of Windsor-Roseland in Ontario, whose members
support a program providing hot meals to people fac-
ing homelessness and food insecurity. On any given
evening, the Soup Shack run by Feed Windsor-Essex
serves up to 130 people, offering nourishment and a
sense of community and care.

Club member and Past District Governor Aruna
Koushik got the club involved after seeing a news seg-
ment about the Soup Shack.

Koushik collaborated with club members to quickly
approve the purchase of a stove, pots, and pans for its
new permanent space. Soon after, club members met
with the Soup Shack team, toured the new location,
and presented a check for 3,000 Canadian dollars
(about US$2,000) to support its efforts. They also
committed to volunteering their time to prepare and
serve meals once the facility is operational.

This exemplifies how Rotary members can
come together to address community needs, foster
engagement, and make a tangible impact. By iden-
tifying opportunities for service and mobilizing
resources, we not only support those in need but also
strengthen our bonds with each other and with the
communities we serve.

As we embrace the renewal that spring offers, let’s
take inspiration from the Windsor-Roseland club.

4 ZTiEiER 20254

Consider these ways to reinvigorate engagement
within your club:

= Identify emerging needs: Stay attuned to the
evolving challenges in your communities. Engage
with local organizations to understand where your
club’s support can make the most difference.
Mobilize resources quickly: When opportunities
arise, act swiftly. Leverage the skills and networks
within your club to gather resources, from finan-
cial contributions to equipment to volunteer time.
Foster collaboration: Encourage members to take
initiative and collaborate on projects. Empower-
ing individuals to lead and contribute their unique
talents enhances engagement and drives success.
Commit to ongoing involvement: Beyond initial
contributions, pledge continued support. Regular
service keeps members connected and reinforces
the club’s commitment to sustained impact.

By embracing these approaches, we can harness
the energy of spring to renew our dedication to
service and engagement. Let’s seize this season as an
opportunity to revitalize our efforts, strengthen our
connections, and continue making a positive differ-
ence in the world.

This is The Magic of Rotary — transforming lives,
inspiring hope, and creating lasting change for the
communities we serve.

STEPHANIE A. URCHICK

President, Rotary International
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TRUSTEE CHAIR'S MESSAGE
Sustainable stewardship

As my 26 years of Rotary leadership at the
international level wind down, I’ve been reflecting
on favorite memories and the extraordinary
opportunities Rotary has given me. One stands out
this month: the decision to establish the environment
as one of Rotary’s areas of focus.

We had seen how Rotary members were
already preserving waterways, planting trees, and
reducing pollution. Environmental stewardship
was clearly an essential part of our work. As RI
president in 2019-20, I was proud to have proposed
the addition of the environment as an area of focus,
after years of advocacy by Rotary members.

I am even prouder of what that addition —
and all of you — made possible. Since 1 July 2021,
clubs and districts, supported by global grants,
have expanded their work to protect our planet’s
resources — restoring mangroves, saving forests,
and cultivating coral reefs.

These grants hold endless possibilities,
and I invite you to dream. Take inspiration from
initiatives like Keep Mongolia Green, championed
by Past RI President D.K. Lee, President-nominee
Sangkoo Yun, and Rotary members in Korea. This
major reforestation is combating Gobi Desert dust
storms and creating Mongolia’s largest green zone.

I am also proud of our new strategic
partnership with the United Nations Environment
Programme. This collaboration empowers Rotary
members to implement projects such as river

SR 20254

cleanups and plastic waste reduction, leveraging
global resources and expertise.

In November, I had the pleasure of leading
a delegation of Rotary volunteers at the United
Nations climate conference in Azerbaijan. You can
read my account of it on Rotary 360 at blog.rotary.
org.

So many opportunities are waiting for us. We
know how much we can achieve together, so team
up with your district and apply for a Foundation
grant to support an environmental project.

Stewardship of the environment is deeply
personal to my wife, Gay, and me. That is why we
have established a named endowment fund through
the Foundation, helping to ensure that future
generations working on these projects will have the
resources they need.

As we celebrate Environmental Month
this April, I invite you to consider how you can
make an impact. Every action matters. Explore
environmental project ideas in Rotary’s new Service
Project Center, take part in an existing initiative,
or support The Rotary Foundation through a gift.
In this way, members worldwide can protect our
shared home.

I thank you, as always, for all that you do for
Rotary and our Foundation.

MARK DANIEL MALONEY

Foundation trustee chair
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David Peterson

Manager

T FI 4 © david.peterson@rotary.org

Vanthana Champi (Ta)

Associate Officer

& FI 4 : vanthana.champi @rotary.org

Ting-Fen Hillinger H#£2E

Senior Officer

& FI4: ¢ ting-fen.hillinger @rotary.org
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% FE{4: : RLClubFinance @rotary.org
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Laura Ovalle

FETFE : laura.ovalle@rotary.org
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Hazel Seow 7 fil 5

Philanthropy Adviser, East Asia

FETE : hazel.seow @rotary.org

B E David Alexander

Chief Communications Officer

T4 : david.alexander @rotary.org

ZFRiMEEE K Patrick Nunes

Director, Global Communications

& FH4: ¢ patrick.nunes @rotary.org

g 2 BUHERE 5138\ 2 RR ] Gundula Miethke

Regional Content & Magazines Lead

Global Communications Group

B FE: © gundula.miethke @rotary.org
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