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A solid Foundation

ne of Rotary’s greatest strengths is the
ability of our members to come together
to create lasting change, and The Rotary
Foundation helps us transform dreams
of change into reality.

From eradicating polio to building peace, much of
the work we do around the world would not be possi-
ble without our continued support of our Foundation.

The cause of peace is especially important to me,
and one of the most effective ways we build peace
is our Rotary Peace Fellowship — a product of The
Rotary Foundation. The program helps current and
aspiring peace and development professionals around

the world learn how to prevent and how to end conflict.

Thanks to a $15.5 million gift from the Otto and
Fran Walter Foundation, we can continue supporting
peacebuilders in more regions with the next Rotary
Peace Center, at Bahcesehir University in Istanbul.

Opening yet another peace center is a monumental
achievement that we will celebrate at the 2025 Rotary
Presidential Peace Conference in Istanbul.

The three-day conference 20-22 February will
highlight the many ways our family of Rotary advo-
cates for peace. Keynote speakers, panel discussions,
and breakout sessions will allow us to share ideas
about building peace and foster meaningful conversa-
tions about promoting peace everywhere.

Registration for the Presidential Peace Conference
is open. I hope to see you there, but if you can’t make
it, our Foundation offers so many ways to change the
world for the better. November is Rotary Foundation

4 ZHEEER 2024.11

Month, a great time to get to know your Foundation
better and pursue causes that appeal to you.

Global grants support large international activities
with sustainable, measurable outcomes in Rotary’s
areas of focus. By working together to respond
to pressing community needs, clubs and districts
strengthen their global partnerships.

District grants fund small-scale, short-term activi-
ties that address needs in your community and in
communities abroad. Each district chooses which
activities it will fund with these grants.

Our Foundation can even help you support our
wonderful youth programs, including Rotary Youth Ex-
change, Rotary Youth Leadership Awards, and Interact.

Your gifts to our Foundation also make Programs
of Scale possible. These are long-term projects that
seek to solve otherwise intractable problems.

To ensure these good works continue beyond our
lifetimes, it is up to us to reach our ambitious Rotary
Endowment goal of $2.025 billion by 30 June 2025.

The Magic of Rotary does not appear out of no-
where. We create the magic with every new member
inducted, every project completed, and every dollar
donated to our Foundation.

Please join me in supporting The Rotary Founda-
tion, and together, we will change the world for
the better.

STEPHANIE A. URCHICK

President, Rotary International

19vSSIN S.INJ0ISTHd

Donate to
The Rotary
Foundation at
rotary.org/
donate.

Register for
the 2025
Rotary Presi-
dential Peace
Conference
at rotary.org/
istanbul25.
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TRUSTEE CHAIR'S MESSAGE
In our hearts and hands

There are as many reasons to join Rotary
as there are members. Most join for experiences —
new friendships, expanding professional circles,
or putting Service Above Self into action to create
impact.

Rotary delivers on all of these, often
simultaneously. Through our Rotary Foundation,
Rotary also has a knack for offering unexpected
experiences and new opportunities that open doors
and change lives.

I learned this firsthand at age 30 when I
served as president of the Rotary Club of Decatur,
Alabama. That year, my wife and I sought out
the chance to try something new: attending the
1985 Rotary International Convention in Kansas
City, Missouri. There, we witnessed the dawn
of PolioPlus and met members from different
backgrounds, realizing we were part of a global
family.

Later that year, I learned that a Rotary Group
Study Exchange team from Nigeria was scheduled
to visit Alabama, but Decatur was not on the agenda.
After making a few calls, we soon welcomed the
Nigerian team into our home. It was an incredible
and unexpected experience.

Before the group departed, the team leader
recommended me to lead the six-member team from
Alabama that would visit Nigeria the following
year, which I did. There, I met people whose lives
had been impacted by polio, including several

= 2024.11

family members of our hosts. I learned that polio
reaches its victims across borders, economies, and
religions.

That Foundation program — Group Study
Exchange — opened my eyes to what Rotary is and
what it can do. Taking part in the exchange set me
on a path for new friendships and opportunities to
serve on multiple continents.

Just as The Rotary Foundation has enriched my
Rotary life, it can do the same for you. This month,
during Rotary Foundation Month, I invite you to
explore new Foundation experiences.

Look for ways you and your club can support
Foundation-led efforts like polio eradication,
disaster response, or the Rotary Peace Centers. Get
involved in global grant or district grant projects.
And if you have never had the experience of giving
to our Foundation, I invite you to join other Rotary
members as a Foundation donor. Your support will
mean the world to both Rotary members who want
to help and to the individuals and communities who
need it.

The Rotary Foundation is not a place or a
building. It is an experience, one that lives in our
hearts and hands as we do good in the world. The
Rotary Foundation is all of us.

MARK DANIEL MALONEY

Foundation trustee chair
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