
在斯里蘭卡山區的蓊綠森林中長大，我時常回想
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從第一個電廠造成破壞所學到的教訓中學
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動植物，以及超強破壞力的森林大火。氣候變遷
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其他焦點領域一樣。事實上，六項焦點領域都仰

賴這一項。因為如果我們受污染的環境會讓我們
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扶輪基金會將是這項工作的關鍵。過去 5年
來，有超過 1,800萬美金投入環境相關的全球獎
助金。以此為基礎來保護環境，我們會為未來的

世代帶來另一項扶輪禮物。今天你就可以參與這

項行動。

雷文壯

扶輪基金保管委員會主委

更健康環境的禮物

扶輪基金保管委員會主委文告
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THE OBJECT OF ROTARY
The Object of Rotary is to encourage 
and foster the ideal of service as a 
basis of worthy enterprise and, in 
particular, to encourage and foster:

First The development of 
acquaintance as an opportunity for 
service;

Second High ethical standards 
in business and professions, the 
recognition of the worthiness 
of all useful occupations, and 
the dignifying of each Rotarian’s 
occupation as an opportunity to 
serve society;

Third The application of the ideal of 
service in each Rotarian’s personal, 
business, and community life;

Fourth The advancement of 
international understanding, 
goodwill, and peace through a 
world fellowship of business and 
professional persons united in the 
ideal of service.

THE FOUR-WAY TEST
Of the things we think, say, or do:

1. Is it the truth?
2. Is it fair to all concerned?
3. Will it build goodwill and better 

friendships?
4. Will it be beneficial to all 

concerned?

ROTARIAN CODE OF CONDUCT
The following code of conduct 
has been adopted for the use of 
Rotarians:

As a Rotarian, I will

1. Act with integrity and high ethical 
standards in my personal and 
professional life

2. Deal fairly with others and treat 
them and their occupations with 
respect

3. Use my professional skills through 
Rotary to: mentor young people, 
help those with special needs, 
and improve people’s quality of 
life in my community and in the 
world

4. Avoid behavior that reflects 
adversely on Rotary or other 
Rotarians

5. Help maintain a harassment-free 
environment in Rotary meetings, 
events, and activities, report 
any suspected harassment, and 
help ensure non-retaliation  to 
those individuals that report 
harassment.

SERVICE ABOVE SELF

In late 1914, Europe was divided by 
hundreds of miles of trenches. British and 
French forces on one side were within 
shouting distance of German troops on the 
other. The pope made a plea for a Christmas 
truce, but the shooting continued.  

Then, on Christmas Eve, soldiers from 
behind British lines heard an unexpected 
sound — not gunfire, but singing. Next, they 
heard a single voice shout out, “English 
soldier, merry Christmas!” followed by 
“English soldier, come out to join us!” 

Both sides cautiously emerged over the 
parapet into the no man’s land between 
the trenches. Before long, the soldiers 
realized that it was a real truce. They 
fraternized, singing Christmas carols, 
exchanging souvenirs and whiskey, and 
even taking up a friendly soccer match. 

The cease-fire continued only two 
days before the troops returned to their 
trenches, resuming bloodshed for nearly 
four long years. But the story of the 
Christmas truce reminds us that peace 
is possible, if we choose to accept it. If 
peace can last a few days, could it not 
also last months or years? And how do we 
prevent conflict in the first place? 

In his Nobel Peace Prize lecture in 1964, 
American civil rights leader Martin Luther 
King Jr. said, “We must concentrate not 
merely on the negative expulsion of war, 
but on the positive affirmation of peace.” 

With Positive Peace, our society’s 
structures, policies, and everyday attitudes 

Peace is a choice we can 
make every day

TRUSTEE CHAIR’S MESSAGE
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and actions promote justice at all levels, 
sustaining a peaceful coexistence. It’s an 
answer to the calls for justice and peace 
we have heard on the streets in protests 
from Minneapolis to Paris this year.

Positive Peace, studied at our Rotary 
Peace Centers around the world, is not 
just an academic idea for the Rotary Peace 
Fellows. Through Rotary’s partnership 
with the Institute for Economics and 
Peace, the Rotary Positive Peace Academy 
offers free training to every Rotary 
member on how to wage Positive Peace 
in every project we do at the grassroots 
level, including Foundation grants.

Positive Peace resonates at all levels 
of The Rotary Foundation. Our literacy 
projects help children gain equal access 
to literacy, so opposing sides on an 
issue can understand each other better. 
Through our Foundation grants that 
provide clean water, communities gain 
stability, as more children stay in 
school rather than fetching water for 
hours on end. 

Our role as civil society leaders who 
wage Positive Peace will continue to 
expand, not only through partnerships 
and more grants, but also through our 
hearts, minds, and hands as we offer our 
gifts to make the world a better place.
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Having grown up amid lush green forests in the 
mountainous landscape of Sri Lanka, I always recall 
the words of the great poet Rabindranath Tagore: 
“Trees are the earth's endless effort to speak to the 
listening heaven.”

How sad that so often we humans insist on 
interrupting this conversation.

Just like every other living thing, we are a part 
of nature. But we are also the only species that bears 
the responsibility of protecting the environment for 
future generations. The coronavirus pandemic has 
shed light as nothing has before on the relationship 
between environmental degradation and threats to 
public health.

A few years ago, the government-owned 
electricity company in my country planned to build 
a second coal power plant, in eastern Sri Lanka. It 
would suck 93 million liters of water per hour from 
a bay where fragile ecosystems meet the deep sea, 
the site of one of the largest spawning grounds for 
sperm whales in the world. After processing, those 
93 million liters per hour would be dumped into the 
ocean, now loaded with toxic chemicals that put that 
marine life at great risk.

Learning from the lessons of the damage caused 
by the first plant, a coalition formed, made up of 
many public advocates, including Rotarians. They 
ran a campaign that alerted the media, the public, 

and the local community to the potential dangers, 
in addition to taking legal action. The government 
eventually abandoned its coal plant idea after the 
resulting public outcry.

We can truly move mountains when we come 
together.

When some of us moved to add the environment 
as Rotary's newest cause, we did so because of the 
urgency of the problem. In 1990-91, RI President 
Paulo V.C. Costa set forth a vision, and today we will 
take this work to the next level. We live in a time of 
great stress on our environment, of rapidly rising sea 
levels, massive storms, disappearing rainforests and 
wildlife, and destructive forest fires. Climate change 
touches us all, rich and poor.

We will face the challenge strategically, as with 
the other areas of focus. In fact, the six other areas 
of focus depend on this one. For what good is it to 
fight disease if our polluted environment causes us to 
become sick again?

The Rotary Foundation will be central to 
this work. More than $18 million has gone toward 
environment-related global grants in the past five 
years. Building upon this work to protect the 
environment, we will give yet another Rotary gift to 
future generations. And you can be a part of it today.
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and actions promote justice at all levels, 
sustaining a peaceful coexistence. It’s an 
answer to the calls for justice and peace 
we have heard on the streets in protests 
from Minneapolis to Paris this year.

Positive Peace, studied at our Rotary 
Peace Centers around the world, is not 
just an academic idea for the Rotary Peace 
Fellows. Through Rotary’s partnership 
with the Institute for Economics and 
Peace, the Rotary Positive Peace Academy 
offers free training to every Rotary 
member on how to wage Positive Peace 
in every project we do at the grassroots 
level, including Foundation grants.

Positive Peace resonates at all levels 
of The Rotary Foundation. Our literacy 
projects help children gain equal access 
to literacy, so opposing sides on an 
issue can understand each other better. 
Through our Foundation grants that 
provide clean water, communities gain 
stability, as more children stay in 
school rather than fetching water for 
hours on end. 

Our role as civil society leaders who 
wage Positive Peace will continue to 
expand, not only through partnerships 
and more grants, but also through our 
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5. 

Having grown up amid lush green for-
ests in the mountainous landscape of Sri 
Lanka, I always recall the words of the 
great poet Rabindranath Tagore: “Trees 
are the earth’s endless effort to speak to 
the listening heaven.”  

How sad that so often we humans insist 
on interrupting this conversation. 

Just like every other living thing, we are 
a part of nature. But we are also the only 
species that bears the responsibility of pro-
tecting the environment for future genera-
tions. The coronavirus pandemic has shed 
light as nothing has before on the relation-
ship between environmental degradation 
and threats to public health.

A few years ago, the government-owned 
electricity company in my country planned 
to build a second coal power plant, in east-
ern Sri Lanka. It would suck 93 million 
liters of water per hour from a bay where 
fragile ecosystems meet the deep sea, the 
site of one of the largest spawning grounds 
for sperm whales in the world. After pro-
cessing, those 93 million liters per hour 
would be dumped into the ocean, now 
loaded with toxic chemicals that put that 
marine life at great risk.

Learning from the lessons of the dam-
age caused by the first plant, a coalition 
formed, made up of many public advocates, 
including Rotarians. They ran a campaign 
that alerted the media, the public, and the 

The gift of a  
healthier environment
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local community to the potential dangers, 
in addition to taking legal action. The gov-
ernment eventually abandoned its coal 
plant idea after the resulting public outcry. 

We can truly move mountains when we 
come together. 

When some of us moved to add the en-
vironment as Rotary’s newest cause, we did 
so because of the urgency of the problem. 
In 1990-91, RI President Paulo V.C. Costa 
set forth a vision, and today we will take 
this work to the next level. We live in a 
time of great stress on our environment, 
of rapidly rising sea levels, massive storms, 
disappearing rainforests and wildlife, and 
destructive forest fires. Climate change 
touches us all, rich and poor. 

We will face the challenge strategically, 
as with the other areas of focus. In fact, the 
six other areas of focus depend on this one. 
For what good is it to fight disease if our 
polluted environment causes us to become 
sick again? 

The Rotary Foundation will be central to 
this work. More than $18 million has gone 
toward environment-related global grants in 
the past five years. Building upon this work 
to protect the environment, we will give yet 
another Rotary gift to future generations. 
And you can be a part of it today.
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