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快訊

凝聚社區
長久以來，美國佛羅里達州傑克森維爾 (Jacksonville)的附近新

城 (New Town)社區面臨經濟困境，這點從外觀上也看得出來。在這
一帶，小溪因廢棄輪胎淤塞，工作機會少，近 10%的住宅都是廢棄
或破舊的房舍。

傑克森維爾的第一海岸 (First Coast)扶輪青年服務團前團長東
尼‧布拉賽爾 Tony Brazell說：「這裡似乎是典型的不好社區。」可
是像他及其他扶青團團員與夥伴「國際仁人家園傑克森維爾分會」
(Habitat for Humanity Jacksonville，又名 HabiJax)合作時瞭解這個社
區及當地居民後，觀點就會改變。

過去 6年來的每年 1月，第一海岸扶青團團員都會花一天做義
工，付出體力、汗水、及時間，協助 HabiJax替新城居民興建房屋。
因為 HabiJax要求房屋受贈者也必須付出某些勞力，扶青團經常會和
鄰近社區的居民一起並肩工作。布拉賽爾說：「一整天下來您會想，
我很高興參與幫助某人讓社區變得更好。」

前團長布雷特‧貝爾 Brett Bell從 HabiJax開辦以來每年都參加
活動，開心地回想自己學會裝設窗框，以及有一年和其他兩位扶青
團團員展開釘板及裝門的友誼賽。（最後誰獲勝不得而知。）

可是什麼部份最精彩？貝爾說：「就是和其他扶青團團員在一
起，更認識他們。在 HabiJax，一天的時間很長，您真的會深入認識 
彼此。」

不只是彼此。「我們最近服務的那天，有個人帶隻臘腸狗走過
工地，每個人都想要跟那隻狗玩，所以我們開始跟那個人攀談，他
說：『喔，我只是在監督您們工作。我在街對幫忙 HabiJax蓋房子，
我只是想要確認您們有好好對待我的鄰居。』這便可說明了一切。」

                                                                ── 撰文︰ ANNE FORD                                                      

年會

明年見
您從亞特蘭大年會帶回來的行李

幾乎還沒打開收好，可是現在開始考
慮明年 6月出席在多倫多舉辦的國際
扶輪年會也不算太早。

多倫多是一個大都會，當地人說
的語言及方言超過 140種。多倫多居
民有一半以上都是在加拿大以外的地
方出生，移民社群塑造了該市的特色。

請拋開您對於加拿大食物的先入
為主的看法；它的料理不只是有肉汁
乳酪薯條和楓糖漿而已。多倫多已經
成為美食勝地，文化熔爐的特色反映
在許多餐廳的融合菜色以及世界各地
道地的佳肴。

當您在多倫多的街道散步時，可
能會有一種似曾相識的感覺，而您可
能看過。這裡是電影及電視製作的中
心，當地街景被當作是電影《發暈》
裡的紐約、《芝加哥》裡的芝加哥、
《心靈捕手》裡的波士頓、甚至《泛
太平洋》裡的東京。

多倫多也是表演藝術中心。加拿
大國家芭蕾舞團、加拿大歌劇團、多
倫多交響樂團、以及數十個劇團都以
這裡為根據地。

在多倫多，您真的可以在每個轉
角處找到靈感。

撰文︰ HANK SARTIN

如欲註冊參加 2018年 
多倫多扶輪年會 

請上網 riconvention.org。
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生活水準在貧窮線
以下的新城家庭 

百分比

300+
因為 HabiJax而擁
有住所的新城家庭

數目

1,600萬美元
HabiJax投入新城 
社區的金額

See you next year
C O N V E N T I O N

Y ou’ve barely unpacked 
from Atlanta, but it’s not 
too soon to start thinking 

about next June, when the 
Rotary International Conven-
tion will be held in Toronto.

Toronto is a cosmopolitan 
city. Over 140 languages and 
dialects are spoken there. Half 
of Toronto residents were born 
outside Canada, and immi-
grant communities shape the 
city’s personality.

Forget your assumptions 
about Canadian food; it’s more 
than poutine and maple syrup. 
Toronto has become a culinary 
destination city, with the cul-
tural melting pot reflected in 
the fusion cuisine at many  
restaurants as well as authentic 
regional cuisine from around 
the world.

As you are strolling through 
the streets of Toronto, you 
might get the feeling that 
you’ve seen them before, and 
you probably have. The city is 
a center of film and television 
production, and streetscapes 
have been used to stand in  
for New York (Moonstruck), 
Chicago (Chicago), Boston 
(Good Will Hunting), and even 
Tokyo (Pacific Rim).

Toronto is a center of the 
performing arts. The National 
Ballet of Canada, Canadian 
Opera Company, Toronto Sym-
phony Orchestra, and dozens 
of theater companies call the 
city home. 

In Toronto, you really can 
find inspiration around every 
corner.               – HANK SARTIN

Register for the 2018 Rotary 
Convention in Toronto  
at riconvention.org.

D I S P A T C H E S

Building community

T he New Town neighborhood of Jacksonville, Fla., has been struggling for a long time, and it 
shows. In this area, creeks lie choked with old tires, jobs are few, and roughly 10 percent of the 
housing stock consists of abandoned or blighted homes.

“It seems like a stereotypical bad neighborhood,” says Tony Brazell, past president of Jackson-
ville’s First Coast Rotaract Club. But get to know it and its residents – as he and other Rotaractors 
are doing in partnership with Habitat for Humanity Jacksonville (also known as HabiJax) – and 
the view changes. 

Each January for the past six years, the First Coast Rotaractors have spent a day volunteering 
their muscle, sweat, and time to help HabiJax build houses for New Town residents. Because Habi-
Jax requires the people receiving the homes to donate a certain amount of labor as well, Rotaractors 
often find themselves working alongside neighborhood residents. “You end the day thinking, ‘I’m 
glad I was part of that – helping someone make their neighborhood a better place,’ ” Brazell says.

Club Past President Brett Bell, who has been part of the HabiJax event each year since its in-
ception, has fond memories of learning to frame windows, as well as the year that he and two other 
Rotaractors got into a friendly siding-hanging competition. (No report as to who won.)

The best part, though? “Just hanging out with the other Rotaractors and getting to know some 
of them better, ” Bell says. “At HabiJax, it’s such a long day that you really get to know one another.”

And not just one another. “On our most recent one, a guy walked through the site with a little 
dachshund,” says Brazell. “Everyone wanted to play with this dog. So we got to talking to this guy, 
and he says, ‘Oh, I’m just supervising your work. I helped build the HabiJax house across the  
street, and I just wanted to make sure you were treating my neighbors right.’ That says a lot.”  –ANNE FORD
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committed to the  
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families who live below  
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families who own houses 
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