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快訊

提供奶粉救援孤兒象
紐西蘭的扶輪社員黛比‧梅爾 Debbie Mair於 3年前到馬來

西亞婆羅洲島的賽皮羅克紅毛猩猩復原中心 (Sepilok Orangutan 
Rehabilitation Centre)參觀，愛上一對毛茸茸、失怙的侏儒象，這是
各種大象中體型最小的另類品種。

梅爾說這對小象的父母為尋找食物誤入棕櫚園而被殺害。印尼
和馬來西亞是全球最大的棕櫚油生產國，這種油是食品及家用品的常
見成份。砍伐森林作為農地大大減少了侏儒象的食物來源，犀牛、馬
來熊、紅毛猩猩、及老虎也是受害者。盜獵者也鎖定這些動物。

身為哈特市 (Hutt City)扶輪社社員的梅爾說：「我覺得我們必須
做些什麼。」她在當地採買儘可能多的奶粉來餵食象寶寶，它們每
天需要 50加侖的牛奶才能存活。從那時起，又有好幾隻孤兒象寶寶
送到這裡，全部都由工作人員親自餵食，並於奶粉中添加維他命、
椰子油、及礦物質。

梅爾是瀕臨絕種動物扶輪社員行動團體 (Rotarian Action Group 
for Endangered Species)的執行長，與沙巴州野生動物部、馬來西亞
的寇塔 -金那巴魯 (Kota Kinabalu)扶輪社、以及全世界最大的乳製
品出口商紐西蘭恆天然集團都建立夥伴關係，並獲恆天然集團以優
惠價格提供這些大象奶粉。救援中心也獲得曾由梅爾與行動團體其
他團員前往演講的扶輪社捐獻資助。

去年，梅爾參加的一場會議集結農場主人、科學家、以及野生
動物保護人士，並與棕櫚園業者坐下來聆聽他們的難處及努力尋找
解決方法。她說，身為扶輪社員，她被視為中立的觀察者。今天，
她說有越來越多棕櫚農場的經理人發現農場有大象或受傷的動物
時，會打電話通知野生動物救援單位。

梅爾說：「我不希望未來的世代只能在影片中看到這些野生動物。」                                                                                           
                                                                 ── 撰文：ANNE STEIN

年會

1917年，亞特蘭大
如果你計畫在 6月 10-14日出席

2017年國際扶輪年會，就應該花些時
間思考一下同樣在亞特蘭大舉行，具
有歷史意義的 1917年年會。在那次年
會，阿奇‧柯藍夫 Arch Klumph發表
演說呼籲成立一項捐獻基金，也是扶
輪基金會誕生的關鍵時刻。

1917年年會的多數議程都在路
基街 (Luckie street)的浸信會大禮拜
堂 (Baptist Tabernacle)舉行。這棟現在
簡稱為「大禮拜堂」的建築，離今年
年會的場址「喬治亞世界會議中心」
(Georgia World Congress Center)只有幾
個路口，所以漫步穿過奧林匹克百週
年紀念公園 (Centennial Olympic Park)
到路基街，想像百年前的年會情況。

有些演講人的演講主題與 1917年
當時的重大議題有關「建立大眾要求
與興建公路的共識」，而其他探討的
主題在今日也不會太過時「建立空地
花園」。還有一場關於「讓非扶輪社
員瞭解扶輪」的特別會議，這是長久
以來不變的關心議題。

回到亞特蘭大是慶祝扶輪基金會
百週年的理想方式。它強烈提醒我們
扶輪已經累積多少成就，以及我們的
核心價值與使命在未來 100年將依然
有多重要。 ──作者 HANK SARTIN

如欲註冊報名國際年會

請上網 riconvention.org辦理。 1,500
婆羅洲 

野生侏儒象 
的估計數量

6,600萬
公噸 

為每年的 
棕櫚油產量

330磅
為一隻 

成年侏儒象每天 
食用的植物重量

Atlanta, 1917
C O N V E N T I O N

I f you are attending the 2017 
Rotary International Conven-
tion from 10 to 14 June,  

you should take time to reflect 
on the historic convention of 
1917, also in Atlanta. There, 
Arch Klumph gave a speech 
calling for an endowment,  
a key moment in the origin  
of The Rotary Foundation.

Most sessions of the 1917 
convention were held at the 
Baptist Tabernacle on Luckie 
Street. The building, now 
known simply as the Taberna-
cle, is just a few blocks from 
this year’s convention home, 
the Georgia World Congress 
Center, so stroll across  
Centennial Olympic Park to 
Luckie Street and imagine 
what the convention was like 
100 years ago.

Some of the speakers  
covered topics that were  
very much of the moment in 
1917 (“The Creation of Public 
Sentiment to Demand and 
Construct Public Highways”) 
while others tackled subjects 
that would not be out of place 
today (“The Establishment of 
Vacant Lot Gardening”). There 
was a Special Assembly on  
the “Enlightenment of Non-
Rotarians as to Rotary,” a  
subject of perennial concern.

Returning to Atlanta is an 
apt way to mark the centennial 
of The Rotary Foundation. It’s 
a powerful reminder of how far 
Rotary has come, and how  
important our core values and 
mission remain as we look to 
the next 100 years. – HANK SARTIN

To register,  
go to riconvention.org.

D I S P A T C H E S

Milk powder for orphaned elephants 

W hile visiting the Sepilok Orangutan Rehabilitation Centre on the island of Borneo in  
Malaysia three years ago, New Zealand Rotarian Debbie Mair fell in love with a couple of 
fuzzy orphaned pygmy elephants, the smallest subspecies of elephant.  

Mair says the orphans’ parents had wandered onto palm plantations in search of food and were 
killed. Indonesia and Malaysia are the world’s largest producers of palm oil, a common ingredient 
in food and household items. Deforestation to make room for plantations has greatly reduced food 
sources for pygmy elephants, along with rhinos, sun bears, orangutans, and tigers. Poachers also 
target the animals. 

“I felt we had to do something,” says Mair, a member of the Rotary Club of Hutt City.  
She bought as much milk powder locally as she could to feed the elephants, which need up to  
50 gallons of milk daily to survive. Since then several more orphaned elephants have arrived, all 
hand-fed by staff who add vitamins, coconut oil, and minerals to the powder.

Mair, an executive officer of the Rotarian Action Group for Endangered Species, has built part-
nerships with the Sabah Wildlife Department; the Rotary Club of Kota Kinabalu, Malaysia; and 
Fonterra New Zealand, one of the world’s largest exporters of dairy products, which supplies the 
milk powder for the elephants at a discount. The rescue center also receives funding from Rotary 
clubs where Mair and other action group members give talks. 

Last year Mair attended a conference that brought together plantation owners, scientists, and 
wildlife advocates, and sat down with owners to hear their concerns and work toward solutions. 
As a Rotarian, she says, she was viewed as an impartial observer. Today, she says, the palm planta-
tion managers are increasingly calling wildlife rescue units when elephants are discovered on their 
land or when they find injured animals.  

“I don’t want future generations to only see these wild animals on video,” says Mair.     –ANNE STEIN

330
Pounds of vegetation an adult 

pygmy elephant can eat per day

1,500
Estimated Borneo pygmy  
elephants left in the wild

66 million 
Tons of palm oil  

produced each year
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