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December 8, 2015

The Right Honourable Prime Minister of Canada
Mr. Justin Trudeau

Office of the Prime Minister

80 Wellington Street

Ottawa, ON K1A

Dear Mr. Prime Minister,

My name is Ray Chen and I am 15 years old. I am a Rotary Youth Exchange student from
Taiwan and have been in Canada since September. First, I would like to congratulate you on
becoming Canada’s 23™ Prime Minister; I hope Canada will continue to improve under your
leadership. The purpose in writing this letter is because I want to share with you both my
experience in Canada and the beauty of Taiwan.

I became an exchange student because | want to see how big the world is, how other countries
differ from Taiwan, to learn about different cultures, and to share Taiwanese culture with people
I meet. Canada was my destination of choice because I had watched some videos about Canada
and the buildings, the idea of democracy, and how friendly the people seemed to be captivated
me.

The first day I arrived in Canada, Joe Fontes, the District Chair of Rotary 7040 Youth Exchange,
was so welcoming and shared many different facts about Canada and my new town, Renfrew.
Mr. Fontes® advice and reassurance quickly put me at ease and I immediately knew Canada was
everything the video portrayed it to be. In the months since my arrival, I have changed a lot.
Before T cam to Canada, T was very shy and didn’t know how to make conversation with people
upon first meeting them. But my host mother, Janet, has taught me how to find common
interests with others in order to start a conversation. From this experience, 1 have come to the
conclusion that forming relationships with others is just as important as the things we learn in
school. For example, we have 14 exchange students from different countries in our district and
through my interactions with them, [ have learned table manners and how to be polite when in
the presence of people from different cultures; I have leamned how to dance from two girls who
are Spanish and Venezuelan; I have lecamed how to be a better speller because of the help I have
received from a Hungarian exchange student. Going to a new country, leaving all your friends
and family behind to experience something new is very challenging for exchange students.
However, everyone in Canada has been so welcoming and helpful, which has made this journey
much easier.

I would also like to take this opportunity to talk about Rotary — which gives a lot of students a
chance to see the world and develop a global perspective. There are thousands of students who
participate in the Youth Exchange program every year, and it changes their lives forever. In my
experience, the host parents have been very kind and have worked hard to help me fit into my
new environment as quickly as possible. I truly appreciate the effort everyone has made to make
me feel comfortable in Canada.

Finally, I would like to talk to you about my home country — Taiwan. Taiwan is a little island in
the west Pacific Ocean, and it is a place full of enthusiasm and generosity. Taiwanese are
diligent and humble, often striving to be recognized by larger countries. Taiwanese spirit and
pride is very strong, and we have a lot of beautiful landmarks, much like Canada. For example,
Taipei 101 is the third highest building in the world and you can see all of Taipei city from the
89" floor! You can absorb the atimosphere of summer in Kenting, which is in the south of
Taiwan; watch the beautiful sunrise in Alishan, and indulge in Taiwanese traditional food at the
night markets. If you ever have the opportunity to visit Taiwan, you will not regret it!

I love Canada; I love Taiwan.

I'hope I get the opportunity to meet you before [ return to my home country, to further share my
experiences.

Sincerely,

Kag Chen .
R
Ray Chen
Rotary Youth Exchange Student 2015/16
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