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DEAR FELLOW ROTARIANS,

ne hundred thirteen years ago this month, the four members of Rotary’s

first club held their first meeting. Although no minutes were kept, it’s unlikely
anyone talked about service; the club did not begin focusing on the needs of the
community for another few years.

The meeting was held not in a hotel or a restaurant, but in a member’s office;
there were, so far as we know, no agendas or announcements, no committee
reports, speakers, or nametags. The meeting would have failed today’s usual stan-
dards for a productive Rotary meeting most resoundingly. It was, of course, the
most productive Rotary meeting ever held.

Today, as in 1905, many of us come to Rotary seeking what Paul Harris sought:
friendship, connections, a place to feel at home. But today, Rotary gives us so
much more than it could ever have given its earliest members in those earliest
days. The Rotary of today, more than 1.2 million members strong, lets us feel at
home not only in a small group of our peers, but also in our diverse clubs, across
our communities, and indeed throughout the world. Today, Rotary connects us
all in a way that Paul Harris could never have dreamed on that February evening
so long ago. Not only can we go anywhere in the world there is a Rotary club and
feel at home, but we can reach out to anywhere in the world there is a Rotary
club and make a difference.

In the 113 years since that first meeting, Rotary has become far larger, and
more diverse, than those founding members could have conceived. We have gone
from an organization that was all white and all male to one that welcomes women
and men of every possible background. We have become an organization whose
stated purpose is service, reflected in our motto, Service Above Self. And we have
become not only an organization that is capable of changing the world, but one
that has already done so, through our work to eradicate polio.

None of us can know what lies ahead for Rotary. It remains for all of us to
continue to build on the solid foundations that were laid for us by Paul Harris
and his friends: to forge and strengthen the bonds of service and friendship
through Rotary: Making a Difference.

CAn
®
IAN H.S. RISELEY OTARY: h.*l TORONT
MAKING A
President, Rotary International DIFFERENCE — 20 8

ZEHEs 20182

ON THE WEB

Speeches and news from
Rl President lan H.S. Riseley at
www.rotary.org/office-president
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MESSAGE FROM THE FOUNDATION CHAIR

On 23 February, Rotarians will celebrate World Peace and Understanding
Day — the 113th anniversary of Rotary's founding.

Peace has been at the core of our organization from its earliest days.
We established the Fourth Object of Rotary in Edinburgh, Scotland, in 1921.
We were in London when the seeds were sown for what became UNESCO
after World War II. In Havana in 1940, we adopted a resolution calling for

“freedom, justice, truth, sanctity of the pledged word, and respect for human
rights,” which became the framework for the United Nations' Universal
Declaration of Human Rights in 1948.

We were active in the formation of the United Nations. In 1945, almost 50 Rotarians served
as delegates, consultants, and advisers at the San Francisco Conference when the UN charter was
written. Today, almost 73 years later, Rotary maintains the highest consultative status with the United
Nations of any nongovernmental organization. A number of our Rotary Peace Fellows work in UN
agencies. Rotary's representatives to the UN also host a Rotary Day every November to celebrate our
partnership for peace.

Today we also have a new partnership with the Institute for Economics and Peace, which
was founded in Australia by tech entrepreneur Steve Killelea. The institute emphasizes what is
called positive peace, based on eight “pillars” : a well-functioning government, a sound business
environment, equitable distribution of resources, acceptance of the rights of others, good relations
with neighbors, free flow of information, high levels of human capital, and low levels of corruption.

Between now and June, we have the opportunity to participate in Rotary President Ian H.S.
Riseley's Presidential Peacebuilding Conferences in six cities across the world. Take a look online at
rotary.org/presidentialconferences.

We will continue to explore how the eight pillars of peace align with our areas of focus. We
also are joining with the University of Chicago to host Pathways to Peace, a series of talks featuring
leading scholars, practitioners, Rotary Peace Fellows, and thinkers in the field of peace and conflict
prevention and resolution. Watch the first one, which was held in September, at bit.ly/2j9cSUh.

Together with our partners, we will work to establish ourselves as global thinkers and leaders to
advance understanding, goodwill, and international peace.

Let us work together on this journey.

| want to hear about
A7 N«%},Q your peacebuilding projects.
Paul A. Netzel Share with me at

FOUNDATION TRUSTEE CHAIR paul.netzel@rotary.org.

&R 2018.2
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