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DEAR FELLOW ROTARIANS,

otne years ago in the Melbourne, Ausrralia, museum where my daughrer

nsed to work, an iron lung was on display. For moat people my age

who remembered the terrifying polio epidemics of che 19508, char iron lung was

a restament to how Far vaccinarion had browghr us: to the poine where thar once-
critical piece of medical equipment had literally become a musenm piece.

For much of the world, che story of polio is a simple one: After years of fear, a

vaccine was developed and a disease was conquered. Bar for some of the wodd, the

OM THE WEB
story was different. In so many countries, the vaccine wasn't available, mass vaccing- gy and mewsiram

tion was too expensive, ot children simply couldn’t be reached. While che rest of BfFrusicant lan H.5 Bizakey i1

www Ay Fg'sFoeprogicent
the world relegared polio o its musenms, in these countries, the disease continned

to rage — until Rotary stepped forward and said char all children, no mamer where
they lived or whar their circumstances, deserved to live free of polio.

In the years since PolioPlus was launched, the combined efforts of Rorary,
the governments of the world, and che Global Polio Eradication Iniciative have
brought the number of cases of polio down from an estimared 350,000 per year
to just a few so far in 2017. Bur we must reach zero cases, and sray there, to achieve
eradication. To do thar, we need everyone's help.

On 24 Ocrober, we will mark World Polio Day. It is a day to celebrace how far
we have come and an opporruniry for all of us to raise awareness and funds o
complete the work of eradication. I ask every Rotary club to participate in some
way in World Polio Day activiries, and I encourage you to visit endpolio.org for
ideas and o regisrer your evenr. Whether you hosr a silent averion, a virrual
reality viewing, a fundraising walk, or a Purple Pinkie Day, your dub can make
a real difference.

This year, our World Polio Day livesrream event will rake place ar the
Bill 8 Melinda Gates Foundation headquarters in Searde; you can watch it on
endpaolio.org beginning ar 2:30 p.m. Pacific time. As many of yon know, Rotary
has commitred to raising $50 million a year for the nexr chree years. This amounnt
will be marched 2-to-1 by the Gares Foundarion — effecdively cripling che value of
all money Rotary raises on World Polio Day and throughour the year. Let's all make
a difference on World Polio Day — and help End Polio Mow.

L ]
IAN H.5. RISELEY _— HI TORONT

S, | Y2018

President, Enurp']l:.:ru.linul DEFERERLE

& Wi 20700
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MESSAGE FROM THE FOUNDATION CHAIR
Expanding Rotarians' role as peacebuilders

What do we mean when we talk about peace? In 1921, the fourt object of Rotary was

established: “The advancement of international understanding, goodwill, and peace
through & world fellowship of basiness and professionsl persons united in the ideal of
service”

In Rotary today, we see peace nof a5 an shstract concept but as a living, dynamic
expression of haman development, integral to owr humanitarian mission.

Much of our work for pescebuilding depends on the ability of Rotary members to
execute three important activities: forming transformative parnerships, raizing funds to
support our mary hundreds of projects, and recruiting and supporting Rotary Peace Fellows in their work.

This year The Rotary Foundation formed a strategic partnesship with the Institute for Economics and Peace, one
of the leading organizations in identifying and measuring the attifudes, institations, and stroctures that creste and sostain
pescefial societies.

Through this parinership, Rotary will work with the instifwte to cresfe an oaling learning portal for Rotarians and
peace fellows to build on their carent expentize, apply new methods, and mobilize communities to address the isswees
onderlying conflicts. Cur gosl is to foster community-based projects in pesce and conflict resolution that are practical
and imipactfuol.

Rotary hes also lsunched a Rotary Peace Centers Major Gifts Initiative o raise funds for new parinerships while
continaing to gamer contributions to educste and support our peace fellows and more, President Tan H.S. Riseley's six
pescebuilding conferences — taking place globally from Pebmary to June — will explone the relationship among peace,
Fuotary's areas of focus, and enviroamental sustainsbility. Owr history proves that you don't need to be a diplomat to make
peace.

When you mentor a student stroggling o gradwste, yow are 8 pescebuilder.

When you launch any peoject to suppont econdmic development in your community, you are building conditions
fior sustainable peace and conflict menagemient.

When you support and collaborate with a Rotary Peasce Fellow, you are advancing peace.

Today's complex conflicts require more creative community-based initiatives, Together we can really make a
difference.

@‘ﬂ ﬂh N ‘:ﬁ"fﬂ How do you define peace?

Send me your thoughts at
Paul.Netzel@rotary.org.

Paul A Netzel
FOUNDATION TRUSTEE CHAIR

2 FWMiE 2700
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