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DEAR FELLOW ROTARIANS,

ne of the best parts of any Rorary convention is the sheer diversiry of the
people you see there. Whether you're heading inro 3 breakoo session, exploe-
ing the House of Friendship, or sitring down for a bire to ear, you'll meer people from
every corner of the world, in all kinds of narional arire, speaking just about every
langnage. Ir's 2 lor of fun, and irs a big parr of whar makes Roeary grear: thar we can
be so different and srill find ourselves so ar home together.
Thar epirir of warm communiry thar is so central to Rorary also defines Toronro, ::L"f-l'ih-
our hoat city for the 2018 Rocary Incernarional Convention. Toronto is one of my nﬁ.'ﬂl-::ﬁim
favorire cities. I's a place where half the popularion is from another country, where
over 140 languages are spoken by 2.8 million residents, and where no one ever
geems to be roo busy to be helpful. In addition ro being clean, safe, and friendly,
Toronto is 2 wonderful place ro visir, wich irs arrracrive Lake Ontario warerfront,
great resranrants, one-of-a-kind musenms, and interesting neighborhoods to explore.
The 2018 convention already promises o be one of our best ever. Our Conven-
tion Commirree and Host Organizarion Committee are hard ar work lining up
inspiring speakers, grear entertainment, fBascinaring beeakoor sessions, and 2 wide

variety of acriviries across the city. There will be something for everyone in Toronto,
and Julier and [ enconrage you o do whar we'll be doing — bring your families along
for the fun. If you plan early, your convention experience will be even more afford-
able: The deadline for discounred early registration (there is an addidonal discount
for regisrering online) is 15 December.

As moch as Toronco offers o Rorarians, che crue deaw is, of course, dhe conven-
tion irself. Ir's a once-a-year opportunity o recharge your Rotary batreries, to see
whar the rest of the Rotary world is np o, and ro find ingpiration for che year ahead.
Find our more ar riconvenrion.org — and find Inspirarion Aronnd Every Corner at
the 2018 Rorary Convention in Toronto.

L |
IAN H.5. RISELEY —— h.*l TOROMNT
e
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President, Borary Internarional OFFERINLE
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MESSAGE FROM THE FOUNDATION CHAIR
Countdown to history

B “Countdown to history  is 2 phrase T especially like. Thise three words express not just
 how momentous Rotary's polio endeavor is — something achieved only once before in the human
expericnce — but also that the finish line is within sight.

Ritary and owr strategic parness are wnited behind eradicating polio. Ouor 2016 Council on
Legiskation voted to reaffirm polio eradication as 2 goal “of the highest order” At the recent Tt
World Health Assembly in Geneva, global heslth leaders reiterated their commitment to polio
eradication. Mews coverage of our effonts pops up everywhere. Projects continee worldwide —
such as District $930s annual World's Greatest Meal — that focus on Rotarians' primary responsibilities of fondraising,
advocacy, and volunbesr recraitmemnt.

Tust think: The next case of polio could be the last case. But we must be careful, becanse that “last case” will not
be the end of our task. In fact, that's when the job gets even harder The World Health Organization will pequire at least
three years with zero cases reported before cerifying the world polio free,

Dwring that time, inteasive vaccination and observation operations will need to continoe. On the vaccination side,
children will continoe to receive the polio vaccine. On the surveillance side, watching for signs of nesurgence is vitally
important. As the number of cases and patients with vizible sympéoms drops, this oheervation grows increasingly mone

EXPEngive.

This is why Rodary has increased its commitment to fighting polio to 50 million per year and the Bill & Melinds
Gates Foundstion has extended itz 2-for-1 match of Rotary donations for another three years. To achieve this goal, we
nized you more than ever. If Rotarians hit the fundraising goal each year, the total will be $450 million. At the convention
in Atlants, nations from around the world and key donors pledged more than $1 billion to energize the global fight to end
thiz paralyzing discase incloding Rotsry’s $50 million per yesr Now we all hawve the important job of making good on
thiose pladges.

All of this is why 1 &5k you to contribute something to the polio campaign — whether it is a direct donation,
fundraizing in your community, or telling the polio story vsing the maltiple platforms of todeay’s media. Also, be an
advocate by writing your government officials to ensare that they fulfill their pledges and maintain commitment,
and reaching oot o corporate leaders asking for their continwed support of polio eradication. Write to me at Paul.,
Netzel @ rotary_org to chare what you are doing or your ideas for keeping polio at the top of our agenda. We need you as
never before in our “countdown to history, ™

This World Polio Day, get invohed

@‘e A— piﬁﬁ by hosting a viewing party, concert,

or polio walk or ride. Find out more at

Paul A Netzel
FOUNDATION TRUSTEE CHAIR

g WM 0079
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