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DEAR FELLOW ROTARIAME,

here are 28 many reasons to come to Rotary as chere are Rotarians — maybe

even a few more. Bur each of us has stayed in Rotary because ir adds some-

thing to our own lives. Throogh Rotary, we are Making a Difference in the wotld;

and the more involved we become, the more of a difference Rotary makes to each

of us. Rotary challenges us to become betrer people: to become ambirions in the

ways thar marrer, to serive for higher goals, and ro incorporare Service Above Self
ineo onr daily lives.

Whar kind of difference Rotary dubs and individual Retarizns make through :'_'_T:E_‘::';E_

their service will always be cheir own decision. As an organization, we are guided lnwhhm
Wiy BT

by the three strategic priorities our Board has ser in our strategic plan: o support
and strengrhen our clubs, to focus and increase our humanicarian service, and o
enhance Rotary’s public image and awarenesa.

In the year ahead, our clubs will have the support of 2 greatly augmented array
of online tools, incdunding a refreshed Rotary.org, a simplified Rocary Foundarion
grant applicadion process, an improved My Rotary experience, ::nd:rabu.[l:l:tnurr
Club Central. As we look to serengrhen our clubs, ewo sperific challenges srand
our in our membership: our gender balance and our average age. To keep our clubs
strong, we need co build a membership that refleces the communities we serve and
thar will continue to develop knowledgeable leaders for generations to come.

For many years, one idea has scood at the hearr of all our service: sustainabiliy.
Sustainable service means our work continues to have a positive impace long afrer
Rotary’s direcr involvement has ended. We don't dig wells and walk away: we make
sure communities can maintain and repair those wells. If we build a clinic, we
make sure that dinic has a way to keep running withour ongoing support from s.
And when it comes mo polio, we aren’t working o conrain ir; were working oo end ir.

Eradicaring polio is the nltimare in sustainable service. It is an investment char
will yield not just a long-lasting bur a permanent benefir, on a global scale. Ir is and
must remain our Mo. 1 priority unril che job is done.

For 112 years, Rotary has made a difference o more lives, in more ways, than
we can ever count or will ever know. Today, each of us bears a rorch, its Hame lir
by Panl Harris, char has been passed forward from generation oo generarion, in
Rotary: Making a Difference.

.
IAN H.5. RISELEY — “I TOROMNT
WLARIHG & Eﬂ E

President, Botary Internarional DFFERLRCE
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MESSAGE FROM THE FOUNDATION CHAIR
The Foundation and the power of an idea

F

It seems like vesterday that I was 26 and a brand-new member
of Rotary. When I missed my third meeting and failed to do a
makeup, my sponsor sal me down and for the first time really
explained the values of Rotary. [ took his words to heart and haven't
missed a makeup since. Now, 49 years later, almost to the day — as
a prond member of the Rotary Club of Los Angeles (LAS) — T am
honored and humbled to serve as chair of the Trustees of The Rotary
Foundation this year.

The Foundation started with a simple idea: 0 do good in the world. One hundred
years later, we know the story of what happened — as we have learned dunng this year's
celebration of the Foundation's centennial.

During those years, Rotarians have raised and invesied more than $4.1 billion in
thousands of programs, projects, and scholarships. In short, the Foundation 15 a living
history of the power of one idea. A Rotarian shares an idea with his or her clob, and -
with the help of grant money from the Foundation — amazing things happen.

This 15 an exciting time to be a Rotarian. It's the first year of The Rotary
Foundation's second century, and we are on the verge of participating in oné of the
most amazing accomplishments in human history: the eradication of polio. Thirty-two
years ago, PolioPlos began and served as a catalysi that engaged Rotarians and pariners
worldwide. Today polio is on track to become the second disease eradicated in human
history. CNBC, a leading global media outlet, recently ranked The Rotary Foundation
third on its list of the “Top 10 Charities Changing the World.”

In the coming months 1 look forward to discussing our Foundation goals for the
next year and beyond. Share your thoughts with me at paul netzel @ rotary.org. Ask
yourself, “What can I do to help tackle an issue that's near and dear to me? How will
you engage the Foundation to help you? Remember, all it takes is one person with an
idea — along with a great organization — and those timeless Rotary valves I learned way
back when. It seems like vesterday.

(Bl V0

Paul A Heizel
FOUNDATTION TRUSTEE CHAIR

™
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