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THE OBJECT OF ROTARY
The Object of Rotary is to encourage 
and foster the ideal of service as a 
basis of worthy enterprise and, in 
particular, to encourage and foster:

First The development of 
acquaintance as an opportunity for 
service;

Second High ethical standards 
in business and professions, the 
recognition of the worthiness 
of all useful occupations, and 
the dignifying of each Rotarian’s 
occupation as an opportunity to 
serve society;

Third The application of the ideal of 
service in each Rotarian’s personal, 
business, and community life;

Fourth The advancement of 
international understanding, 
goodwill, and peace through a 
world fellowship of business and 
professional persons united in the 
ideal of service.

THE FOUR-WAY TEST
Of the things we think, say, or do:

1. Is it the truth?
2. Is it fair to all concerned?
3. Will it build goodwill and better 

friendships?
4. Will it be beneficial to all 

concerned?

ROTARIAN CODE OF CONDUCT
The following code of conduct 
has been adopted for the use of 
Rotarians:

As a Rotarian, I will

1. Act with integrity and high ethical 
standards in my personal and 
professional life

2. Deal fairly with others and treat 
them and their occupations with 
respect

3. Use my professional skills through 
Rotary to: mentor young people, 
help those with special needs, 
and improve people’s quality of 
life in my community and in the 
world

4. Avoid behavior that reflects 
adversely on Rotary or other 
Rotarians

5. Help maintain a harassment-free 
environment in Rotary meetings, 
events, and activities, report 
any suspected harassment, and 
help ensure non-retaliation to 
those individuals that report 
harassment.

SERVICE ABOVE SELF

We all came into Rotary because we 
wanted to join with others in service and 
make a difference. Similarly, when Rotary 
teams up with like-minded organizations 
to work toward our shared goals, there is 
nothing that we can’t accomplish. Partner-
ships amplify our impact. 

Leading through partnerships is noth-
ing new for Rotary: We helped spearhead 
the formation of the Global Polio Eradi-
cation Initiative. Later, when the Bill &  
Melinda Gates Foundation joined the cause, 
we gained a long-term fundraising and 
technical partner in the fight against polio. 
Through our partnership and the 2-to-1 fun-
draising match agreement with the Gates 
Foundation, Rotary generates $150 million 
annually to end polio. We are proud that they 
are a part of the effort to end this disease.

Many people may not know that our 
work with the Gates Foundation and our 
other partners doesn’t end with polio but 
includes other disease-prevention efforts. 
The Rotary Foundation has joined with the 
Gates Foundation and World Vision U.S. to 
co-fund a Rotary member-led program to 
help eliminate malaria in Zambia. Based 
on past partnership and future collabora-
tion around this effort, each co-funder is 
contributing $2 million for the Partners 
for a Malaria-Free Zambia program, the 
first recipient of The Rotary Foundation’s 
Programs of Scale grant.  

The value of partnerships 
TRUSTEE CHAIR’S MESSAGE

JOHN F. GERM
Foundation trustee chair

This level of impact can also be seen 
in collaborations across our other areas 
of focus. Rotary partners with the United 
States Agency for International Develop-
ment (USAID) on major initiatives at a 
national scale. The Rotary-USAID WASH 
partnership has helped communities and 
governments in countries such as Uganda 
and Ghana provide safe water, sanita-
tion, and hygiene, impacting hundreds of 
thousands of lives. We are also teaming up 
with USAID to help fight COVID-19 and 
its long-term financial and social impact 
in Italy. Meanwhile, the Hearts of Europe 
program, which is funded jointly by USAID 
and Rotary, assists communities in East-
ern Europe through global grants. 

Proving our value as a trusted part-
ner often spurs multiple mutual projects. 
Through the Power of Nutrition initiative, 
we are partnering with our polio eradica-
tion partner UNICEF and the Eleanor 
Crook Foundation to tackle undernutri-
tion during early childhood. 

The Rotary Foundation is far too great 
to keep to ourselves. Let’s make sure to 
let the Foundation’s light shine bright. In 
doing so, we will find new partners, gain 
new supporters, and increase the good 
we’re all doing in the world.
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